PROGRESS   AND   POVERTY	83
him, nor power—in his time, nor popular applause. I have long
known that."11
Since D. Appleton & Co. had published the works of Her-
bert Spencer and "The International Scientific Series/' George
submitted his manuscript to this firm as his first choice.
Meanwhile, meter inspection was bringing in less and less
money. Time hung heavy after the manuscript was off his desk
and shipped East. This combination of circumstances led him
to start The State,12 a four-page "weekly journal of politics and
opinion," with faithful William Hinton's plant doing the print-
ing. Occasionally contributions were made by some of George's
friends, but for the most part it was a one-man periodical.
The little paper was launched on April 6, 1879, shortly be-
fore news came from the East that Appleton had rejected his
book. Other rejections followed. Then came an offer from
Hinton to bring out the author's edition. Accepting his friend's
generosity, George stopped The State, which however was pay-
ing for itself, after the eleventh issue. He needed time to re-
vise Progress and Poverty and to write a new conclusion.
The manuscript had ended with the chapter "The Central
Truth," in which he incorporated the apotheosis to Liberty
from the Fourth of July oration which he had delivered in the
California Theater. He now added one more chapter, which
he called "The Problem of Individual Life."
The rejection from Appleton had brought a note: "We have
read your MS. on political economy. It has the merit of being
written with great clearness and force, but it is very aggressive.
There is very little to encourage the publication of any such
work at this time and we feel we must decline it."1S
Hinton's offer to make the plates followed other rejections.
Thomas George, the authors brother, had taken over the task
of finding a publisher. Leaving his home in Philadelphia he
made the rounds in New York, acting on the advice of Pro-
fessor William Swinton who had moved East from California.
"I have just telegraphed you that It seems impossible to get a
publisher without plates,'" Thomas George wrote at one junc-
ture. He had tried Harper's and also Scribner's, writing that
"Harper considered it [the book] revolutionary and aU that
sort of thing." The publishing field seemed exhausted, for in
truth no work of economics up to that time had been a profit-
able publisher's venture.
Making the plates involved an expenditure of one thousand

